
Health Human Rights and the New War on the
Poor in California: A Comprehensive
Examination
The war on poverty has been a central feature of American social policy for
decades, and California has been at the forefront of this effort. However, in
recent years, there has been a growing recognition that the war on poverty
has failed to achieve its goals, and that it has in fact contributed to a
number of social problems, including homelessness, poverty, and crime.
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One of the most devastating consequences of the war on poverty has been
its impact on health. The poor are more likely to suffer from a variety of
chronic diseases, including heart disease, diabetes, and cancer. They are
also more likely to die from preventable causes, such as violence and drug
overdose.
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The war on poverty has also led to a number of human rights violations,
including the criminalization of poverty, the denial of basic services, and the
use of excessive force against the poor. These violations have had a
devastating impact on the health and well-being of the poor.

In recent years, there has been a growing movement to address the
failures of the war on poverty and to promote a new approach that is based
on health human rights. Health human rights are the rights to the highest
attainable standard of health, without discrimination. They include the right
to access essential health care, the right to live in a healthy environment,
and the right to participate in decisions about one's health.

A health human rights approach to the war on poverty would prioritize the
health and well-being of the poor. It would focus on addressing the social
determinants of health, such as poverty, housing, and education. It would
also invest in programs that provide essential health care, such as prenatal
care, childhood vaccinations, and mental health services.

A health human rights approach to the war on poverty would also respect
the human rights of the poor. It would end the criminalization of poverty and
ensure that the poor have access to basic services, such as housing, food,
and water. It would also prohibit the use of excessive force against the
poor.

A health human rights approach to the war on poverty is a necessary step
to address the devastating impact that poverty has on health. It is also a
necessary step to promote social justice and to ensure that everyone has
the opportunity to live a healthy and fulfilling life.

The Impact of the War on Poverty on Health



The war on poverty has had a devastating impact on the health of the poor.
The poor are more likely to suffer from a variety of chronic diseases,
including heart disease, diabetes, and cancer. They are also more likely to
die from preventable causes, such as violence and drug overdose.

There are a number of factors that contribute to the poor health of the poor.
These include:

Poverty: Poverty is a major determinant of health. The poor are more
likely to live in unhealthy environments, to have less access to health
care, and to have less healthy diets.

Discrimination: The poor are often discriminated against in a variety
of ways, including in access to health care, housing, and education.
This discrimination can lead to worse health outcomes for the poor.

Lack of access to health care: The poor are more likely to be
uninsured and to have less access to health care services. This can
lead to delayed or missed care, which can lead to worse health
outcomes.

Unhealthy lifestyles: The poor are more likely to engage in unhealthy
behaviors, such as smoking, drinking alcohol, and eating unhealthy
foods. These behaviors can lead to a variety of health problems.

The war on poverty has exacerbated these factors and led to a decline in
the health of the poor.

The Human Rights Violations of the War on Poverty

The war on poverty has also led to a number of human rights violations,
including the criminalization of poverty, the denial of basic services, and the



use of excessive force against the poor.

The criminalization of poverty is the use of criminal laws to punish people
for being poor. This can include laws that criminalize homelessness,
loitering, and panhandling. The criminalization of poverty has led to the
imprisonment of thousands of poor people, and it has made it more difficult
for the poor to get jobs, housing, and other basic necessities.

The denial of basic services is the failure to provide essential services to
the poor. This can include the denial of housing, food, water, and health
care. The denial of basic services has led to the deaths of thousands of
poor people, and it has made it more difficult for the poor to live with dignity.

The use of excessive force against the poor is the use of force that is not
necessary or proportionate to the threat posed by the poor. This can
include the use of deadly force against unarmed people, and the use of
excessive force against people who are already in custody. The use of
excessive force against the poor has led to the deaths of thousands of
people, and it has made the poor less trusting of the police and other
authorities.

These human rights violations have had a devastating impact on the health
and well-being of the poor.

A Health Human Rights Approach to the War on Poverty

A health human rights approach to the war on poverty would prioritize the
health and well-being of the poor
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