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Advertising is everywhere we look. It's on our TVs, our computers, our
phones, and even our billboards. We are constantly bombarded with
messages telling us what to buy, how to think, and how to live. But what is
the impact of all this advertising on our culture?

In her book Advertising as Culture: The Gendering of Consumption, Paula
Derr argues that advertising plays a powerful role in shaping our culture.
She examines how advertising creates and reinforces gender roles,
promotes consumerism, and influences our understanding of ourselves and
the world around us.

Gender Roles

One of the most striking ways that advertising influences our culture is by
creating and reinforcing gender roles. Derr argues that advertising typically
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portrays women as passive, emotional, and dependent, while men are
portrayed as active, rational, and independent.

This portrayal of gender roles has a number of negative consequences. It
can lead to women feeling undervalued and less capable than men. It can
also lead to men feeling pressure to conform to unrealistic standards of
masculinity.

Consumerism

Another major way that advertising influences our culture is by promoting
consumerism. Derr argues that advertising creates a constant desire for
new products and services. This desire can lead to people spending more
money than they can afford and accumulating debt.

Consumerism also has a negative impact on the environment. The
production and consumption of goods and services requires vast amounts
of resources and energy.

Our Understanding of Ourselves and the World Around Us

Advertising also influences our understanding of ourselves and the world
around us. Derr argues that advertising creates a sense of dissatisfaction
with our current lives. It tells us that we are not good enough, smart
enough, or attractive enough.

This sense of dissatisfaction can lead to people feeling anxious, depressed,
and lonely.

Paula Derr's book Advertising as Culture is a powerful analysis of the
cultural impact of advertising. She argues that advertising plays a major



role in shaping our gender roles, promoting consumerism, and influencing
our understanding of ourselves and the world around us.

Derr's work is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to understand the
power of advertising and its impact on our culture.
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